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Utilization of ICT for Developmental Education in Japan and the US:
the present and the future

Hiroshi Ono

This paper reports on the utilization of ICT for developmental education as it is today and
how it should be tomorrow. Diversifications of pass ways to universities and colleges today
have raised serious problems in the found mental scholastic abilities of students. The
students” academic level in English language has been declining in particular since 1997, and
so ICT has widely applied to English teaching as a developmental education tool. Also in the
domain of mathematics and science, the decline in the found mental scholastic ability of
students is serious; not a small number of university students, who are science majors,
cannot even understand elementary level mathematics.

Recently the applications of e-Learning systems for developmental education have been
watched with keen interest by most universities and colleges. In the US since the 1980s,
ICT has been widely utilized for English and mathematics remedial courses. In Japan,
interest in e-Learning is still limited and the applications of e-Learning systems for
developmental education have not yet been utilized well due to the insufficient distribution of
e-Learning contents of a high quality. In order to retain the quality of higher education and
improve the scholastic ability of university students, the diffusion of e-Learning systems is to
be seriously considered and urgently put into practice.

Keywords
e-Learning, autonomous learner, support, decline in academic ability
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