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The survey and analysis of present situation to use digital images
for museum education in Japan

Motoko Okumoto” * Hiroshi Kato"?

Digital Archives which are digital databases of museum collection images have been
currently established by many museums in Japan. Such digital archives are expected to be
used for museum education and audience development. However, how to use digital archives
among Japanese museums has not been researched circumstantially yet. We interviewed
some people involved in digital archives and sent out questionnaires to museums around
Japan. In this paper, it is shown what museum staff considers about educational uses of digital
archives and how they use them through analysis of this data.

Results show that museum staff members are more likely to use digital archives for their
educational projects and also show how to exhibit depending on their purposes. The
educational uses of digital archives are varied by museum types. Generally, compared with
art museum staff, science museum staff shows more interest in educational uses.

Through these analyses, this paper proposes that the difference of educational approaches
between museums should be solved. In addition, in order to encourage educational uses, a
strategy for using this in conjunction with digital archives should be considered.

Keywords
Museum Education, Learning Support, Digital Archive, Museum Communication Model,
Learner-centered Learning
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