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Current Status of Faculty Development in Japan and
NIME Support Activities

Yasutaka Shimizu

The importance of faculty development (FD) for improving the quality of instruction in
higher education has been pointed out for some time, and due to the proposal by the Central
Council of Education to make FD mandatory in higher education institutions in Japan, the
awareness of the importance of FD has been heightened among stakeholders in higher
education recently. The National Institute of Multimedia Education (NIME) has been active
in promoting the use of information and communication technologies (ICT) in FD. NIME has
held numerous FD workshops and has conducted international comparative studies on FD.
Furthermore, currently NIME is planning to implement programs to support the use of ICT
in FD. This paper discusses the FD related activities at the Central Council of Education, the
current status of the use of ICT in FD in the U. S. and in Japan, and the educational effects of
utilizing ICT in instruction. Finally, the paper also discusses the current and future activities
of NIME in relation to FD.
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