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A system for improving the quality of life for
aged people living in special care facilities

Eisuke Hanada" - Kenji Ikebuchi® - Mamoru Miyamoto®

A multimedia telecommunication system was developed for aged people living in special
care facilities, such as nursing homes. The system consists of two terminals with TCP/IP
connection. One terminal has a swivel display, a camera that can control the direction (vertical/
horizontal) and zoom, and a lamp. These operations can be easily done by the user on the
opposite-side terminal. Using this system with an ADSL connection, the effectiveness for
communication between an aged person in a nursing home and her daughter was tested.
Although the data transfer rate of the communication line sometimes ran short, all functions
worked well. The users highly evaluated this system, indicating that it would be useful for
improving the quality of life of aged persons.

Keywords
Multimedia communication, Aged persons, Quality of Life, Virtual trip
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