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Development of an on-line Japanese vocabulary course

Sekiko Sato" - Yasuko Sato" + Miki Mushiake" * Kei Yoshimoto®

This paper reports the development of an on-line teaching material titled “ALC
NetAcademy Japanese vocabulary course”. Supposed users of the course are Japanese
learners enrolled in schools or universities in Japan. The vocabulary consists of 3000 basic
words and 2325 related words, all of which are divided into 5 fields, 30 categories and 300
units. For the basic words, 4 steps of exercise are available: “word match”, “kana match”,
“sound match” and “spell out”. A comparative investigation on the vocabulary course and
the standard vocabulary for Japanese proficiency test made it clear that (1) nearly 70% of
elementary words in the standard vocabulary are included in the vocabulary course and (2)
the newly introduced words in the developed course are characterized as terms used for
academic purposes, daily-used compounds/abbreviations, or up-to-date words which were not
common when the standard vocabulary for Japanese proficiency test was chosen.

Keywords

on-line teaching materials, Japanese language teaching, vocabulary, international students,
Japanese proficiency test
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