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A Challenge by the Forum for On-demand Lecture Circulation
(FOLC) to create a new form of education

Takagi Naoji

Waseda University is striving to develop and spread a new style of e-Learning, known as
the “On-demand lecture system.” The lectures are recorded at a studio and provided to
students through the internet, allowing the students to study anywhere and at any time they
like. Today, on-demand lectures are acknowledged as a regular method of university
education. We are expecting that more courses will be provided by this method in the near
future.

At Waseda University, where the writer of this article works as the Executive Director in
charge of academic-industrial collaboration, a correspondence course in which all the classes
are given in the form of on-demand lectures started in April 2003. Furthermore, many classes
in the attendance courses are also provided by means of the on-demand lecture system. From
a global perspective, it can be said that this system is starting to be recognized as an accepted
method of education provision. However, in Japan, the on-demand lecture system is still at its
developing stage because of the restrictions and subjects related to technical matters, cost
and operation. In order to widely spread the use of the on-demand lecture system and meet
the demands of students studying under various environments, it is essential to enhance
collaboration between universities and industries.

The Forum for On-demand Lecture Circulation (FOLC) was established in April 2005 to
promote the academic-industrial collaboration. In this article, we will examine the
characteristics, educational effects, implementation status and the problems of on-demand
lectures. We will also consider the future prospects of the FOLC and introduce the
promotional activities carried out by FOLC to spread the on-demand lecture system in the
higher education field.
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