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IT-based teacher-centered classes
— An Investigation into Language Education Using
an Electronic Blackboard —

Yoshiro Yamazaki

Even if the IT-zation of education continues, the educational value to students of the
blackboard as a teaching tool is not lost. In my research, using an electronic blackboard
projected on to the display of the students’ terminals, I investigated the effect such a tool has
on learning in order to study the effects of adapting IT to this traditional teaching method.

The results of a questionnaire given to the students showed that they evaluated the
electronic board highly, and wanted to continue using it. Further, a significant difference in
the level of improvement of periodic test scores was found when comparing a lower-level
class who used the electronic blackboard and a higher-level class who did not. This effect was
retained even when comparing the results of any pair of concurrent tests, with the class
using the electronic blackboard showing a greater level of improvement than the class that
did not.

These results indicate that using an electronic blackboard is a positive factor in enhancing
learning and the retention of information.
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