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CFIVE: Open Source Learning Management System
— Its Development and Application

Takayuki Sekiya * Yuki Terawaki * Yoshiyuki Onoue * Kazunori Yamaguchi

The blended method —a combination of traditional face-to-face meetings and Web-based
self-learning —is getting popular to improve the educational effectiveness utilizing the pre-
vailing information technology. There are many commercial and free Web-based self-learning
systems already, but, unfortunately, we found them unsatisfactory to our needs. So, we devel-
oped our own called CFIVE as open source software. We applied CFIVE to some lectures in
the summer semester of 2004 and found the result quite satisfactory. In this paper, we review
the needs for LMS in our context, brief the features and design decisions of CFIVE, evaluate
the actual use in the lectures, and examine the issues of open source LMS.
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