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Development of the Learning Community: What impact has
the Internet Shiminjuku had on life-long learning?

Jun-ichi Yamanishi” + Tomio Saku®”

Toyama Internet Shiminjuku was developed for citizens to be able to continue life-long
learning working independently using e-Learning. It is a free-market of learning materials
not only for Instructors to offer instruction but also for citizens to participate as students and
to help create learning material as well. The advantage to using the Internet Shiminjuku to
share these resources is apparent for all ages, but 30-40 year olds will benefit from the ability
to access it during their free time at home over the internet.

Here not only as the learner, if they are instructor, their raw chaotic personal experience
and gathered information is refined into organized knowledge and shared this with the
learning community. Based on intensifying the circulation of the knowledge in the learning
community, human recourses and regional culture in the community will be uncovered and
shared. Activation of Toyama Internet Shiminjuku has been connected to the activation of the
regional community.

Keywords
Life-long learning, e-Learning, Internet Shiminjuku, Learning Community, Regional
Community
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