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Supporting e-Learning in Higher Education and Sharing
Educational Contents

Yasutaka Shimizu

National Institute of Multimedia Education (NIME), which changed over to an independent
administrative institution in April 2004, has started to establish a network for supporting
e-Learning at universities and other institutions by centralizing all Japanese higher education
e-Learning services, thereby providing students with great convenience. In this network,
metadata known as LOM (Learning Object Metadata) tagging to all Internet e-Learning
courses enables learners to use a LOM Search System and find related information across all
universities. NIME has developed the LOM system based on the IEEE-1484 international
standard, to accommodate the future internationalization. When learners find out information
through this LOM retrieval system, the exact web page linked to the information is displayed
on a web browser. It is therefore much easier for the learners to locate the educational
information. The NIME's roles for collaboration with universities and issues to be considered
such as copyright of the contents are also explained in this paper. We hope that this scheme
will contribute to an increase in the number of university students enrolled in e-Learning
courses.

Keywords
e-Learning, LOM, Learning Object Metadata, Educational Contents, Search Engine,
Copyright, Higher Education
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