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International Students Mobility and Issues of
Internationalization of Higher Education in Asia

Miki Sugimural)

The purpose of this paper is to describe the diversification and multi-layered structure of
international students mobility and issues of internationalization of higher education in Asia.
There are three aspects of students mobility; bilateral, multilateral and transit ones, and it is
determined by the political, socio-cultural, economical, and geographical factors. As a result.
the various flows not only from Asia to Western countries, but within and outside of Asia
region are caused with the transnational programs.

Under these features of international students mobility, internationalization of higher
education should be examined under two issues. First, it is important to think over both of
each country’s national education policy and international frameworks for linkage and
cooperation of higher education. Secondly, socio-cultural factors which cause some social
changes and cultural friction should be considered in the process of students and human
mobility to realize a multicultural society.
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