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Construction of Learning Information Providing Environment
Specialized for Learning Communities or Purposes of Learning

Yosuke Morimoto” , Yasuhiko Tsujil) , Tsuneo Yamada"

It is necessary to provide adequate learning information specialized for each learner or
learning community in order to make effective use of learning resources on the Web. In
addition, information on learning resources should be managed by each related community
itself. While the right system is prepared in each context, dealing with global search
distribution of learning resources is needed. To begin with, metadata for learning resources
are designed, and database for them was constructed. The metadata were designed to fulfill
both simplicity and applicability to as many situations as possible. At the same time, the
metadata were intended to meet with international standards for sharing and re-use of
learning resources. An OAI-PMH (Open Archives Initiative Protocol for Metadata
Harvesting) compatible repository was developed to distribute metadata to partner
institutions. A generalized search module for metadata was developed. By specifying subsets
of metadata and implementing its interface to users, various application systems using the
metadata database can be developed with the search module. The search module was
implemented as a plugin for Movable Type, which is a content management system. This
paper describes the detail of these results and shows future prospects.
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