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Supervising Research of Distance Educating Students in the
Open University of Japan

Toshio Akimitsu"

In this paper, we report the practice of the student mentoring for distance educating
students in the Open University of Japan (OUJ). For such mentoring, we utilize a web
conference system, wiki, and social networking system (SNS). In students mentoring via
web-conference system, many discussions tend to be hold between teacher and each student.
In this point, we found that in-house SNS is effective for increasing communication between
students and sharing common understandings in each research theme. From this practice,
we discuss the possibilities for expanding of such ICT utilization in student mentoring for

distance education.
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