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Higher Education 2.0: Knowledge-Based Society and
Open Education

Toru Iiyoshil) 23

As our knowledge-based society matures, the global needs for a new higher education
system that can promptly respond to the rapid changes in the social structure continue to
grow. Furthermore, in Japan, there have been increasing concerns about decreasing quality
and non-substantial formalization of higher education. This paper discusses “Higher
Education 2.0” in relation to Open Education which helps provide the foundation for building
more flexible and on-demand educational services. It also reviews and examines some
pioneer efforts in realizing “Higher Education 2.0,” and explores how Japan higher education
can start creating an ecosystem that enables universities and colleges to build necessary
capacity for professional development and educational support, especially in terms of
promoting the mobility and sustainability of human resources.
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