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The use of captions in dealing with lecture comprehension
problems of Japanese-language students:
an interview survey based on PAC analysis

Genya Onuma", Yasuaki Kunihiro?, Ryozo Sasaki?,
Ryouichi Ueno”, Takumi Miyoshig), Rihito Yaegashi4)

Prior to coming to Japan students overseas are often offered specialized professional
education in Japanese. But the Japanese teachers dispatched overseas cannot cover all the
necessary disciplines, and therefore part of the preparatory education is executed using the
distance learning method. But owing to the linguistic inexpertness on the part of the
students, distance learning has often proved not sufficiently effective compared to the more
normal face-to-face learning. This present research explores the ways to offer lectures not
only as acoustic but also as visual information by superimposing Japanese captions on lecture
videos, and by this multiplexing enhance learner comprehension. The students participating
in the research found both total and partial captions highly useful. This research based on a
careful review of the questionnaire results using PAC analysis will determine how best to
utilize captioned teaching materials in order to improve not only the students’ understanding
of lectures but also their Japanese language skills.

Keywords
specialized education prior to coming to Japan, distance learning, Japanese-language students,
lecture contents, captions, multiplex lectures, PAC analysis

v Special Japanese Preparatory Program, Center for Foundation Studies in Science, University of Malaya
? Intensive Japanese Language Program for Overseas Students, Takushoku University

¥ College of Systems Engineering and Science, Shibaura Institute of Technology

¥ Faculty of Engineering, Kagawa University

022



