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Handling with respect to the Copyright Act of the teaching aids and
dissertations which universities researchers drew up

Takayuki Torisawa

Along with the spread of the internet, research results, e.g. teaching aids/dissertations pre-
pared by researchers have become available to institutions such as universities and research-
ers via e-learning over the internet, personal websites, and institutional repository as well as
conventional distribution of copies. In order to promote these uses in future, it is necessary
to define who the author of a teaching aid/a dissertation is and to whom the copyright be-
longs, as more than one researcher and/or an institution such as a university are involved in
its preparation.

On the other hand, some people insist that copyright management should be streamlined
by transfer of copyright to institutions such as universities as to teaching aids/dissertations
to which researchers hold copyright. In the fields of science, technology and medicine, au-
thors are required to transfer copyright of their papers to the publisher/the academic society.
In these cases, the problems are how much researchers should be paid for transferring the
copyright and to what extent the publication of research results by researchers’ initiative can
be maintained.

This article reconsiders these points and discusses handling under the the Copyright Act
with a view to promoting research and educational activities by researchers who prepare
teaching aids/dissertations and facilitating the use of institutions such as universities which
use and manage their works as research organizations.
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Copyright, Work made for hire, E-Learning, Transfer of copyright, Open Access
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