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Chinese-language education via cyberlectures

Noboru Kataoka

Cyberlectures are used for Chinese-language education at Kansai University in an
international cooperation program using ICT (information and communications technology)
with lectures being presented by Chinese instructors via a video conference system. In 2005,
12 cyberlectures were held in cooperation with Beijing Foreign Studies University and 17
have been scheduled for 2006. The advance of ICT makes it possible to cross barriers of time
and space in order to offer very stimulating programs for students with good educational
effects. However, in the case of distance learning, simply broadcasting lectures is not
sufficient. An effective system can only be realized if the design is based on the aim of the
course itself and there is support from mentors and tutors. Also, in the case of international
cooperation, consideration must be given to differences in culture and traditions. This report
examines the student responses from participation in the program and reviews the issues of
such an international cooperation program of cyberlectures using ICT.

Keywords
cyberlectures, Chinese-language education, distance learning, video conference, design of
lectures
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