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Evolution of Course Management System and Its
Impact on Japanese Higher Educational Institutions

Shoji Kajita

This paper describes the evolution of Course Management System (CMS) in North
American institutions, and the current status of CMS in North American and Japanese
institutions. In the beginning of evolution, CMS was used as just a Web-based online
educational material creation and deliverly system. Now, CMS is widely considered as the
mission-critical information infrastructure for teaching and learning in higher educational
institutions in North America. Likewise, it is likely that the use of CMS in Japanese
institutions follow the same path in advancing the use of CMS.
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