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Practice and Running Issues of Internet School of Tohoku University

Takashi Mitsuishi * Shin Iwasaki

ISTU (Internet School of Tohoku University) launched in 2002. ISTU is the e-learning
system, which provides lectures of Tohoku University via the Internet in order to extend
educational opportunities of the university students mainly with the difficulty of going to the
campus (e.g. adult learners who want to continue to work while studying). Although the very
short period of planning term; just only about one year, the university took the very ambitious
initiative to offer 40% of lectures of whole graduate schools of the university through ISTU.
After two years, while we are confirming the effectiveness of ISTU, we also found various

running issues (e.g. contents development, running costs, copyright management, and so
on). In this paper, introducing ISTU, we show such effectiveness and issues, and discuss our

future prospects.
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