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The Significance of the Library Digitization
at the Open University of Japan

Masakatsu Miura"

In this article, I have examined the functions of a library that is intended to support
distance education and the following points were considered:

1) A vision for library services that will cater to distance education in an aging Japanese
society with a decreasing birthrate;

2) The best timing for a full digitization of the library; and

3) The appropriate e-strategy for the Open University of Japan Library in comparison to the
drastically changing university libraries overseas that have actively introduced the digitized
library functions.

In conclusion, it is clear that it would not be practical to fully transform the Open
University Library into a digital library with advanced digital services of providing
information, all at once. Rather, it is necessary and urgent to create a system, including the
digitization, organically integrating the “remote user service” offered to students who access
the library from home, and the existing “in-library user service”, so that every student can
appropriately gain the information required for their study.
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Open University of Japan, digital library, e-strategy, distance education, remote user service
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