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The Possibility of the Practical Use of ICT to the Lifelong
Learning in Japan

Masaya Iwanagal)

Comparing the ICT use in the lifelong learning in Japan with European, American and
Australian countries, but in late years the situation came to improved year by year. There
are two factors in the background. The first is the progress of the ICT technology and the
remarkable spread of ICT. The second is the liberalization and the marketization of the
lifelong learning by the neoliberalism. As a result, the ICT use in the field of lifelong learning
advances, and e-learning in particular is spreading out rapidly. In addition, making the
lifelong study borderless has advanced remarkably in Japan.

Most of the lifelong learners have limitation in terms of time spatially and that is why are
not familiar with the face-to-face lectures of conventional university education. It may be said
that it is in the education guidance system which, in particular, is advantageous to the
lifelong learners by the remote higher education using ICT is full of such a limitation, and
lowering it.

The e-learning using ICT has the very big possibility in the field of the lifelong learning.
As for what become clear, the method of the lifelong learning with so-called "old media" such
as conventional broadcast and the postal communication are not the best choices anymore
for all adult learners.

Keywords
ICT, lifelong learning, e-learning, borderless, the Open University of Japan, two-way
communication, on-demand, “old media”

Y The Open University of Japan

S17



